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to win in that conflict it was imperative that her
statesmen should husband  every resource that
the kingdom possessed.    The religious agitations
of previous years were passing away and the New
England colonies were not likely to be troubled
on account of their Puritanism.    The great ques-
tion in England was not religious conformity but
national strength based on commercial prosperity.
Thus England was fashioning a new system and
defining a new policy.   By means of navigation
acts, she barred the Dutch from the carrying trade
and confined colonial commerce in large part to
the  mother   country.    She  established  councils
and committees of trade and plantations, and, by
the seizure of New Netherland in 1664 and the
grant of the Carolinas and the Bahamas in 1663
and 1670, she completed the chain of her posses-
sions in America from New England to Barbados.
A far-flung colonial world was gradually taking
shape, demanding of the King and his advisers
an interest in America of a kind hitherto unknown.
It is not surprising that so vast a problem, in-
volving the trade and defense of nearly twenty
colonies, should have made the internal affairs
of New England seem of less consequence to
royal authorities than had been the case in the